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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 2-53 are presented for examination. 



2. The Preliminary Amendment received on August 17, 2001 contains an incorrect Serial Number. "Serial 
No. 09/823,869" will be taken as "Serial No. 09/823,769". Please make appropriate corrections. 



3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 47 - 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a signal and render it non-statutory. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set 

forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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5. Claims 2- 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Skarbo et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,805,886) in view of Simmon et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,507,868). 

6. As per claim 2, Skarbo et al show an apparatus for communicating using a communication channel 
comprising: 

a computer system capable of handling a communication with the communication channel by virtue of 
being capable of accessing information regarding the communication (Figure 2 and column 2, lines 35-52). 

7. However, Skarbo et al fail to show the use of a communication server using a communication channel. 

8. Simmon et al show a plurality of communication servers that communication using a plurality of 
wireless communication channels (abstract). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicant's invention to combine the teachings of Skarbo et al and Simmon et al to create an 
apparatus for communicating using a communication server because it would provide a gateway that allows all 
nodes on the LAN access to its modems. 

9. As per claim 3, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein 

the communication is a command issued to the communication channel and the being capable of 
accessing the information comprises being capable of accessing information regarding the command (column 6, 
lines 5-40); 

10. As per claim 4, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein the communication is an event received 
from the communication channel; and the being capable of accessing the information comprises being capable 
of accessing information regarding the event (column 2, lines 35-52 and column 6, line 64 - column 7, line 9). 



11. 



As per claim 5, Skarbo et al show an apparatus comprising: 
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a database comprising an event record, wherein the event record comprises the information regarding 
the event (column 6, line 30- column 7, line 9). 

12. As per claim 6, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein the configurable communication server is 
configured by performing one of adding the event record to the database, modifying the event record in the 
database, and deleting the event record from the database (column 7, line 10-45). 

13. As per claim 7, Skarbo et al show an apparatus comprising: 
at least one event handler (column 7, lines 5-8) and 

wherein the event record comprises a name of one event handler of the at least one event handler for 
handling the event (column 6, lines 30-42); and 

the configurable communication server uses the one event handler named in the event record for 
handling the event (column 7, line 5-8). 

14. As per claim 8, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein 

the database further comprises an event response record associated with the event record; and the 
configurable communication server is further capable of performing an event response by virtue of being 
capable of determining the event response by accessing the event response record associated with the event 
record (column 6, line 30-41). 

15. As per claim 9, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein 

the information regarding the event farther comprises information regarding an event response to the 
event; and the configurable communication server is further capable of performing the event response (column 
6, line 30 - 42 and column 7, line 5 - 9). 
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16. As per claim 10, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein 

the configurable communication server is capable of being coupled to a channel driver and the channel 
driver is coupled to the communication channel (column 3, line 23 - 33) such that the channel driver performs 
the communication with the communication channel (inherent because it is well know in the art that drivers 
handle communication with devices/channels). 

17. As per claim 11, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein 

the configurable communication server is coupled to the channel driver (column 3, line 23 - 33) such 
that the configurable communication server receives an event from the communication channel via the channel 
driver (column 7, line 5-9). 

18. As per claim 12, Skarbo et al show an apparatus comprising: 

a user interface comprising a user interface object capable of providing a notification of the 
communication, wherein the communication corresponds to receiving an event from the communication 
channel (column 4, lines 14 - 22). 

19. As per claim 13, Skarbo et al show an apparatus comprising: 

a user interface comprising a user interface object capable of being activated, wherein the configurable 
communication server is capable of sending a communication to the communication channel (column 4, lines 
14-22) when the user interface object is activated (dependency function of Fig. 5). 

20. As per claim 14, Skarbo et al show an apparatus wherein: 
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the being capable of sending the communication further comprises being capable of issuing a command 
to the communication channel (column 6, lines 5-40). 

21. As per claim 15, Skarbo et al show a method for communicating comprising: 

receiving an event from a communication channel; determining an event response by accessing 
information regarding the event; and performing the event response (column 2, lines 35-52 and column 6, line 
64 - column 7, line 9). 

22. As per claim 16, Skarbo et al show a method wherein 

the determining the event response comprises accessing a database to determine the event response 
(column 6, line 30- column 7, line 9).. 

23. As per claim 17, Skarbo et al show a method wherein 

the performing the event response comprises providing a notification of the event via a user interface 
(column 4, lines 14 - 22). 

24. As per claim 18, Skarbo et al show a method comprising: 

receiving an activation of a user interface (dependency function of Fig. 5) object of a user interface, the 
user interface object being associated with a command; and issuing the command to the communication channel 
(column 6, lines 5-40). 



25. 



As per claim 19, Skarbo et al show a method further comprising: 
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receiving an activation of a user interface (dependency function of Fig. 5) object of a user interface, the 
user interface object being associated with an event; and receiving the event from the communication channel 
(column 2, lines 35-52 and column 6, line 64 - column 7, line 9). 

26. As per claim 20, Skarbo et al show a method for communicating comprising: 
communicating with a communication channel; determining a response by accessing information 

regarding the communicating; and performing the response (column 6, line 30-41). 

27. As per claim 21, Skarbo et al show a computer system comprising: 

a storage system capable of storing computer instructions and data; a processing system capable of 
communicating using a communication channel comprising: a configurable communication server capable of 
handling a communication with the communication channel by virtue of being capable of accessing information 
regarding the communication; and wherein the computer instructions and data correspond to the configurable 
communication server (column 3, line 14 -42). 

28. As per claim 22, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the communication is a command issued to the communication channel; and the being capable of 
accessing the information comprises being capable of accessing information regarding the command (column 6, 
lines 5-40). 

29. As per claim 23, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the communication is an event received from the communication channel; and the being capable of 
accessing the information comprises being capable of accessing information regarding the event (column 6, 
lines 5-40). 
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30. As per claim 24, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein the storage system further comprises: 
a database comprising an event record, wherein the event record comprises the information regarding 

the event (column 6, line 30-41). 

31. As per claim 25, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the configurable communication server is configured by performing one of adding the event record to 
the database, modifying the event record in the database, and deleting the event record from the database 
(column 7, line 10-45). . 

32. As per claim 26, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein the processing system further comprises: 
at least one event handler (column 7, lines 5 - 8); 

and wherein the event record comprises a name of one event handler of the at least one event handler for 
handling the event (column 6, lines 30-42); 

the configurable communication server uses the one event handler named in the event record for 
handling the event (column 7, line 5-8); and 

the computer instructions and data further correspond to the at least one event handler (column 6, line 5- 

60). 

33. As per claim 27, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the information regarding the event further comprises information regarding an event response to the 
event; and the configurable communication server is further capable of performing the event response (column 
6, line 30 - 42 and column 7, line 5 - 9). 



Page 7 



Application/Control Number: 0^23,769 W Page 8 

Art Unit: 2154 

34. As per claim 28, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the database further comprises an event response record associated with the event record; and 

the configurable communication server is further capable of performing an event response by virtue of 

being capable of determining the event response by accessing the event response record associated with the 

event record (column 6, line 30-41). 

35. As per claim 29, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the configurable communication server is capable of being coupled to a channel driver (column 3, line 
23 - 33); and 

wherein the channel driver is coupled to the communication channel such that the channel driver 
performs the communication with the communication channel (inherent because it is well know in the art that 
drivers handle communication with devices/channels). 

36. As per claim 30, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the configurable communication server is coupled to the channel driver (column 3, line 23 -33) such 
that the configurable communication server receives an event from the communication channel via the channel 
driver (column 7, line 5-9). 

37. As per claim 3 1 , Skarbo et al show a computer system comprising: 

a user interface comprising a user interface object capable of providing a notification of the 
communication, wherein the communication corresponds to receiving an event from the communication 
channel; and the computer instructions and data further correspond to the user interface (column 4, lines 14 - 
22). 
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38. As per claim 32, Skarbo et al show a computer system comprising: 

a user interface comprising a user interface object capable of being activated, wherein the configurable 
communication server is capable of sending a communication to the communication channel when the user 
interface object is activated (dependency function of Fig. 5) and the computer instructions and data further 
correspond to the user interface (column 4, lines 14 - 22). 

39. As per claim 33, Skarbo et al show a computer system wherein 

the being capable of sending the communication further comprises being capable of issuing a command 
to the communication channel (column 6, lines 5-40). 

40. As per claims 34 - 46 and 49 - 53, they contain similar limitations as claims 2 - 33, therefore are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

41 . As per claim 47, Skarbo et al teach a signal embodied in a carrier wave comprising: 
instructions to perform the method of claim 15 (column 3, line 21; inherent functions of a modem). 

42. As per claim 48, Skarbo et al teach a signal embodied in a carrier wave comprising: 

data to perform the method of claim 15 (column 3, line 21; inherent functions of a modem). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Ramsey M Refai whose telephone number is (703) 605-4361. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John 
Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 



Ramsey M Refai 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2154 



RMR 

August 16, 2004 




